Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Message Text 



SECRET 

PAGE 01 CANBER 04393 080921Z 
11 

ACTION EA- 14 

INFO OCT-01 ADP-00 PM-07 INR-10 L-03 SS-15 RSC-01 RSR-01 
/052W 

033135 

R 080230Z AUG 73 
FM AMEMBASSY CANBERRA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 1461 
INFO CINCPAC 
CNO WASHDC 
COMNAVCOM WASHDC 
NAVCOMMSTA HAROLD E HOLT 
DOD WASHDC 

SECRET CANBERRA 4393 

CORRECTEDCOPY PARY 3 LINE 2 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-1 
TAGS: MARR, AS, US 

SUB J : NEGOTIATIONS ON NORTHWEST CAPE 
REF: STATE 152291 

1. EMBOFFS DISCUSSED NORTHWEST CAPE NEGOTIATIONS WITH 
WILLIAM PRITCHETT (DEPT OF DEFENSE) AUGUST 7. HE HAD BEEN 
UNABLE CONSULT WITH DEFMIN BARNARD DUE LATTER'S 
ABSORPTION IN BUDGET MATTERS. HOWEVER, HE ANTICIPATED 
THAT BARNARD VISIT TO WASHINGTON WOULD PROVE MORE 
FEASIBLE IN NOVEMBER THAN OCTOBER SINCE WHITLAM 
SCHEDULED VISIT JAPAN AND CHINA IN OCTOBER AND BARNARD 
WOULD BE ACTING PRIME MINISTER. 

2. ALTHOUGH PRITCHETT SEEMS TO FEEL THAT OUTSTANDING 
ISSUES CAN BE RESOLVED DURING A FEW MORE HOURS OF 
DISCUSSION, HE WAS RESPONSIVE TO OUR SUGGESTION THAT 
NEGOTIATING TEAM FIRST VISIT WASHINGTON TO CONCLUDE 
BASIC TERMS OF AGREEMENT PRIOR TO BARNARD VISIT. WE 
POINTED OUT AND HE ACKNOWLEDGED THAT IT MAY TAKE SOME 
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LITTLE WORK TO REACH MUTUALLY ACCEPTABLE LANGUAGE, 
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PARTICULARLY A FORMULA TO CLARIFY OR SUPERSEED 
BARWICK/BATTLE EXCHANGE OF LETTERS. 

3. IN ORDER TO SPEED THINGS ALONG DURING WASHINGTON MEETINGS, 

DEPARTMENT MAY WISH TO FORWARD DRAFT LANGUAGE TO GOA THROUGH 
EMBASSY IN ADVANCE. 

HARROP 
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